48                    A WREATH OF CLOUD

what news they could. Much of what he heard distressed
and disappointed him; but frequently too there were
signs and indications of a more encouraging kind, and hie
would grow quite elated.

About this time Lady Aoi's father died.   His name had
carried great weight in the country and his death was a
heavy loss to the present government.   It so happened that
the period during which he took part in public life had been
marked by much disorder and unrest.   A renewal of these
upheavals was now expected and general depression pre-
vailed.   Genji too was much distressed, both for personal
reasons and because he had been in the habit of delegating
to the old Minister most of the public business which fell
to his lot.   He had thus managed to secure a reasonable
amount of leisure.   He saw himself henceforward per-
petually immersed in a multiplicity of tiresome affairs,
and the prospect greatly depressed him.   The Emperor,
though still only twelve years old, was extremely forward
for his age both in body and mind, and although it was
not to be expected that he should act alone, the task of
supervising his work was not a difficult one.   But for some
years such supervision would still be needed, and unfortu-
nately there was no one else to whom Genji could possibly
entrust such a task.   Thus the prospect of being able to
lead the retired life which alone appealed to him was still
remote, and he frequently became very discontented.

For some while he was occupied with the celebration of
rituals and services on behalf of the dead man's soul; these
he carried out even more elaborately than did the sons and
grandsons of the deceased. This year, as had been pre-
dicted, was marked by a number of disorders and calamities.
The Palace was frequently visited by the most disagreeable
and alarming apparitions, the motions of the planets, sun
and moon were irregular and unaccountable, and clouds